
 

Subunit 6.2: Institutions that support entrepreneurial activities 

 

Learning goals 

● Identify key institutions supporting entrepreneurs. 

● Understand the roles of Chambers of Commerce, professional guilds, consortiums, and 

associations. 

● Familiarize with country regulations governing entrepreneurial activities. 

 

Definition 

   Entrepreneurial growth is often facilitated by key institutions that play vital roles in supporting 

businesses. Chambers of Commerce act as hubs for networking, business promotion, and advocacy. 

Professional guilds, consortiums, and associations contribute by fostering collaboration, sharing 

knowledge, and representing the interests of their members. 

In the European Union (EU), several essential organizations play pivotal roles in providing 

comprehensive support to entrepreneurs. Recognizing these institutions is crucial for individuals 

navigating the complex landscape of starting and growing a business. Here are key entities that 

entrepreneurs should be aware of: 

European Commission: As the executive arm of the EU, the European Commission oversees various 

programs and initiatives to support entrepreneurship and innovation. 

Website: European Commission - Enterprise and Industry  

https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/industry_en 

A practical guide to doing business in Europe: https://europa.eu/youreurope/business/index_en.htm 

European Investment Fund (EIF): facilitates access to finance for European businesses, supporting 

entrepreneurship through venture capital and guarantee schemes. 

Website: European Investment Fund https://www.eif.org/index  

European Enterprise Network (EEN): A network providing support and advice to SMEs (Small and 

Medium-sized Enterprises) looking to internationalize and innovate. 

https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/industry_en
https://europa.eu/youreurope/business/index_en.htm
https://www.eif.org/index


 

Website: European Enterprise Network https://een.ec.europa.eu/  

Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs: This program encourages new entrepreneurs to work with 

experienced entrepreneurs in other EU countries, fostering cross-border collaboration and knowledge 

exchange. 

Website: Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs https://een.ec.europa.eu/  

Chambers of Commerce at National and Local Levels: National and local Chambers of Commerce 

provide a range of services, including business registration support, networking opportunities, and 

advocacy. 

Example: The Association of European Chambers of Commerce and Industry (EUROCHAMBRES) 

represents Chambers of Commerce at the EU level. https://www.eurochambres.eu/  

European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD): While not exclusively an EU institution, 

EBRD supports entrepreneurship in EU candidate countries, providing financing and expertise. 

Website: EBRD https://www.ebrd.com/home  

European Investment Bank (EIB): Supports projects promoting economic development and 

innovation, providing financial resources to businesses. 

Website: European Investment Bank https://www.eib.org/en/  

EU Funding Programs: Various EU funding programs, such as Horizon Europe, COSME, and LIFE, 

provide financial support for research, innovation, and sustainable projects. 

Website: EU Funding and Tenders https://commission.europa.eu/funding-tenders_en  

   Understanding and engaging with these key institutions ensures that entrepreneurs in the EU have 

access to a wealth of resources, funding opportunities, and support services essential for their 

success. Entrepreneurs should explore these organizations based on their specific needs, industry 

focus, and growth objectives. 

 

Roles of Supportive Institutions 

   Supportive institutions, including Chambers of Commerce, professional guilds, consortiums, and 

associations, play integral roles in fostering the growth and success of entrepreneurs. Here's a 

breakdown of their functions and responsibilities: 

https://een.ec.europa.eu/
https://een.ec.europa.eu/
https://www.eurochambres.eu/
https://www.ebrd.com/home
https://www.eib.org/en/
https://commission.europa.eu/funding-tenders_en


 

Chambers of Commerce is a business association that represents and promotes the interests of 

businesses in a specific geographic area. It serves as a voice for the local business community, 

providing support services, advocacy, and networking opportunities. Their functions are: 

● Business Advocacy: Chambers advocate for the interests of businesses, representing them at 

local, regional, and national levels. 

● Networking: Chambers provide platforms for networking among businesses, creating 

opportunities for collaboration and partnerships. 

● Business Support: They offer various support services, including business registration 

assistance, market research, and training programs. 

Example: Chambers often organize business expos, trade missions, and seminars to connect 

entrepreneurs and promote business growth. 

Professional Guilds is an organization that brings together individuals in a particular profession or 

trade. It focuses on the development, standardization, and promotion of skills within that profession. 

Guilds often set industry standards, provide training, and advocate for the interests of professionals. 

Their functions are: 

● Skill Development: Guilds focus on skill development and training within specific professions 

or industries. 

● Standards and Certification: They set industry standards and certification requirements to 

ensure quality and professionalism. 

● Advocacy: Guilds advocate for the interests of professionals, addressing industry-specific 

challenges and opportunities. 

Example: A guild for graphic designers might offer workshops on the latest design software and 

advocate for fair pricing in the industry. 

Consortiums is an association or alliance of individuals, companies, or organizations with a common 

goal or interest. In the business context, a consortium is often formed to collaborate on specific 

projects, share resources, and achieve objectives that might be challenging for individual entities to 

accomplish alone. Their functions are: 

● Collaboration: Consortiums bring together businesses and organisations to collaborate on 

projects or initiatives. 

● Resource Sharing: Members pool resources, such as knowledge, expertise, and sometimes 

funds, for mutual benefit. 



 

● Market Access: Consortiums can facilitate market access for members, especially in 

international business ventures. 

Example: A consortium of renewable energy companies might collaborate on research projects and 

collectively approach government bodies for policy advocacy. 

Associations is a group of individuals, organizations, or businesses that join together based on shared 

interests, goals, or objectives. Associations provide a platform for networking, information exchange, 

and collaboration within a specific industry, profession, or field of interest. Their functions are: 

● Networking: Associations provide networking opportunities for professionals or businesses 

within a specific industry. 

● Information Exchange: They serve as hubs for the exchange of industry-specific information, 

trends, and best practices. 

● Advocacy: Associations advocate for the interests of their members, representing them in 

discussions with regulatory bodies. 

Example: An association for technology startups might organize conferences, share industry insights, 

and advocate for supportive policies. 

 

How These Institutions Support Entrepreneurs 

1. Resources: 

● Chambers of Commerce: Provide access to market research, business development 

resources, and training programs. 

● Professional Guilds: Offer educational resources, mentorship programs, and industry-specific 

publications. 

● Consortiums: Pool resources for joint projects, research, and development initiatives. 

● Associations: Provide industry-specific knowledge, reports, and research findings. 

2.Networking Opportunities: 

● Chambers of Commerce: Organize business mixers, trade shows, and networking events for 

entrepreneurs. 



 

● Professional Guilds: Host conferences, workshops, and seminars where professionals can 

connect. 

● Consortiums: Facilitate collaboration and networking among members on joint ventures. 

● Associations: Arrange industry conferences, forums, and meet-ups to foster connections. 

3.Advocacy for Businesses: 

● Chambers of Commerce: Advocate for appropriate business policies, infrastructure 

development, and economic growth. 

● Professional Guilds: Represent members' interests in discussions on industry standards and 

regulations. 

● Consortiums: Engage in policy advocacy that benefits the collective interests of member 

organizations. 

● Associations: Advocate for industry-friendly regulations, funding opportunities, and market 

access. 

   These supportive institutions serve as pillars for entrepreneurs, offering a myriad of resources, 

networking avenues, and advocacy efforts to navigate and thrive in their respective industries and 

markets. Entrepreneurs can strategically engage with these institutions to enhance their knowledge, 

expand their networks, and contribute to the growth of their businesses. 

 

Establish an enterprise in each of the project countries 

Spain: To establish an enterprise in Spain, start by registering with the Spanish Tax Agency (Agencia 

Tributaria) and obtaining a tax identification number (NIF). Choose a suitable legal form, such as a sole 

proprietorship (autónomo), limited liability company (S.L.), or partnership. 

Resource: The official website of the Spanish Chamber of Commerce offers guidelines and resources 

for starting a business in Spain.  Spanish Chamber of Commerce https://www.camara.es/ , 

helps through the election of the type of enterprise that best suits an individual or a group of people. 

 

Italy: Establishing an enterprise in Italy involves registering with the Revenue Agency (Agenzia delle 

Entrate) to obtain a unique identification code (Codice Fiscale). Choose a legal structure, such as a 

https://www.camara.es/
https://www.camara.es/blog/creacion-de-empresas/tipos-de-sociedades-mercantiles-en-espana-cual-se-adapta-mejor-tus-necesidades#:~:text=Existen%20cuatro%20grandes%20tipos%20sociedades,como%20sus%20ventajas%20e%20inconvenientes


 

sole proprietorship (Impresa Individuale) or a limited liability company (Società a Responsabilità 

Limitata - S.r.l.). 

Resource: The Italian Trade Agency provides information on starting a business in Italy, including legal 

requirements and procedures. Italian Trade Agency https://www.ice.it/en/ RegistroImprese.it - I dati 

ufficiali delle Camere di Commercio https://www.registroimprese.it/le-camere-di-commercio  

 

Austria: To start a business in Austria, register with the Commercial Register (Firmenbuch) and obtain 

a trade license (Gewerbeschein). Choose a legal form, such as a sole proprietorship 

(Einzelunternehmen) or a limited liability company (Gesellschaft mit beschränkter Haftung - GmbH). 

Resource: The Austrian Federal Economic Chamber offers a step-by-step guide on starting a business 

in Austria. Austrian Federal Economic Chamber https://www.wko.at/  

 

Romania: Establishing an enterprise in Romania involves registering with the Trade Register (Registrul 

Comerțului) and obtaining a unique registration code (Cod Unic de Înregistrare - CUI). Choose a legal 

structure, such as a sole proprietorship (Persoană Fizică Autorizată - PFA) or a limited liability company 

(Societate cu Răspundere Limitată - SRL). 

Resource: The Romanian National Trade Register Office provides information on the registration 

process and legal requirements. Romanian National Trade Register Office 

https://www.onrc.ro/index.php/ro/  

 

Greece: To start a business in Greece, register with the General Commercial Registry (Γενικό Εμπορικό 

Μητρώο) and obtain a tax registration number (ΑΦΜ). Choose a legal form, such as a sole 

proprietorship (ΕΠΕ) or a private company (ΙΚΕ). 

Resource: The Enterprise Greece organization provides information and services to support 

entrepreneurs establishing businesses in Greece. Enterprise Greece 

https://www.enterprisegreece.gov.gr/  

 

   These overviews provide a starting point for individuals looking to establish enterprises in Spain, 

Italy, Austria, Romania, and Greece. For more detailed information, it is recommended to consult the 

official government websites and relevant chambers of commerce in each country, region or province. 

https://www.ice.it/en/
https://www.registroimprese.it/le-camere-di-commercio
https://www.wko.at/
https://www.onrc.ro/index.php/ro/
https://www.enterprisegreece.gov.gr/


 

Practical activity: Mind your “funding” map! 

Objective: to visually mapping out the ecosystem of institutions that can provide support and 

resources for your business development idea. By creating a comprehensive map, you'll gain a clearer 

understanding of the various organizations and resources available to help you navigate the path to 

success with your venture. This can include access to funding, mentorship, networking opportunities, 

educational programs, regulatory guidance, and more. The map serves as a valuable tool for strategic 

planning and can help you identify potential partners and allies to collaborate with as you work to 

bring your business idea to fruition. 

Materials:  

● a computer or mobile device with internet connectivity 

● a Google account to access Google My Maps 

● documents or notes about your business development idea handy to reference as you create 

your map. 

Time: 60-90 minutes. 

Methodology:  

1.Create your map of institutions that can support your business development idea.  

1. Start by brainstorming and researching institutions that can support your business development 

idea. These could include government agencies, non-profit organizations, industry associations, 

universities, incubators, accelerators, funding sources, and more. 

2. Once you have identified the relevant institutions, access Google My Maps using the provided link 

and sign in with your Google account. Go to Google My Maps and create your map: 

https://mymaps.google.com  

Follow the instructions in the video tutorial to learn how to create a new map and add markers for 

each institution. You can customize the markers with different colors, icons, and labels to categorize 

and distinguish between different types of institutions: 

https://youtu.be/K3qktxK4otg?si=hQG8OzwaWpeZyqm8  

4. As you add each institution to the map, include relevant information such as the name, address, 

contact details, website, and any other pertinent details that may be helpful for your business 

development efforts. 

https://mymaps.google.com/
https://youtu.be/K3qktxK4otg?si=hQG8OzwaWpeZyqm8


 

5. Once you have completed your map, take some time to review and refine it as needed. You may 

also consider sharing the map with collaborators or stakeholders who can provide feedback or 

contribute additional insights. 

Food for thought: 

Here’s some Tips and Tricks for Establishing an Enterprise 

Strategic Engagement with Supportive Institutions: 

● Prioritize engagement with key institutions like Chambers of Commerce, guilds, and 

associations based on your business needs. 

● Establish meaningful connections by attending events, workshops, and forums organized by 

these institutions. 

Customized Approach to Each Country: 

● Recognize the uniqueness of each country's business environment and regulatory framework. 

● Tailor your approach to align with local cultural norms, market demands, and legal 

requirements. 

In-Depth Research and Due Diligence: 

● Conduct thorough research on the regulations and business landscape in each target country. 

● Seek professional advice and legal assistance to ensure compliance with local laws and 

regulations. 

Strategic Networking for Market Access: 

● Leverage networking opportunities provided by Chambers of Commerce and associations to 

establish a foothold in the local market. 

● Collaborate with consortiums for joint ventures to enhance market access and resource 

sharing. 

Utilize Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs: 

● Consider participating in the Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs program for cross-border 

collaboration and knowledge exchange. 



 

● Build relationships with experienced entrepreneurs in other EU countries to gain valuable 

insights.  

Adopt Enterprise Best Practices: 

● Align with professional guilds to stay updated on enterprise standards and best practices. 

● Participate in skill development programs offered by guilds to enhance the expertise of your 

workforce. 

Tap into EU Funding Programs: 

● Explore EU funding programs like Horizon Europe, COSME, and LIFE for financial support. 

● Understand the eligibility criteria and application processes to maximize the benefits of these 

programs. 

Effective Utilization of EU Institutions: 

● Understand the roles of EU institutions like the European Commission, European Investment 

Fund, and European Enterprise Network. 

● Leverage their resources and initiatives to strengthen your business foundation and foster 

innovation. 

Continuous Learning and Adaptation: 

● Embrace a mindset of continuous learning to stay informed about evolving market trends. 

● Adapt your business strategies based on feedback, market dynamics, and the changing 

landscape. 

Localization and Cultural Integration: 

● Localize marketing materials to resonate with the cultural preferences of each target country. 

● Invest in language skills and cultural understanding to enhance communication and 

relationships. 

Explore Local Resources and Guidance: 

● Tap into local resources provided by chambers of commerce, government agencies, and 

business associations. 



 

● Seek guidance from local entrepreneurs who have successfully navigated the business 

landscape. 

Prioritize Sustainable Business Practices: 

● Align your business with local sustainability goals and initiatives. 

● Showcase a commitment to corporate social responsibility to enhance your brand image. 

Legal Compliance and Risk Mitigation: 

● Prioritize legal compliance by closely following the guidelines provided by local authorities. 

● Develop a comprehensive risk management strategy to navigate potential challenges in each 

market. 

Financial Planning and Currency Considerations: 

● Develop a robust financial plan that considers currency exchange rates and potential 

economic fluctuations. 

● Explore local funding options in addition to EU-level funding programs. 

Utilize Technology for Efficiency: 

● Embrace technology to streamline operations and enhance competitiveness. 

● Stay updated on technological trends relevant to your industry and region. 

 

You must know that establishing an enterprise in diverse EU countries requires a blend of strategic 

planning, adaptability, and effective engagement with supportive institutions. By considering these 

tips and tricks, entrepreneurs can navigate the complexities of each market, harness the support of 

key institutions, and pave the way for sustainable growth. 

 

Learning materials suggestions 

The Future of Innovation and Entrepreneurship: Unlocking Boundless Potential: 

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/future-innovation-entrepreneurship-unlocking-boundless-arise-

ngo/  

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/future-innovation-entrepreneurship-unlocking-boundless-arise-ngo/
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/future-innovation-entrepreneurship-unlocking-boundless-arise-ngo/
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